UNIFORM 
CRIME 
REPORTS 


FOR THE UNITED STATES 
AND ITS POSSESSIONS 


BOCUMEN 


amy Art 


MARY? 
Guke Unwersity- Liar 


ISSUED BY THE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C 


Volume XV Number 2 
ANNUAL BULLETIN 1944 























UNIFORM 
CRIME REPORTS 


FOR THE UNITED STATES 
AND ITS POSSESSIONS 


Volume XV—Number 2 


Issued by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


ADVISORY 


International Association of Chiefs of Police 


UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 
WASHINGTON : 1945 











Contents 


Summary of volume XV, No. 2 
Classification of offenses 
Extent of reporting area 
Monthly reports: 
Offenses known to the police—cities divided according to population 
(table 25) 
Annual trends, offenses known to the police (table 26) ----__---_- 
Monthly variations, offenses known to the police (table 27) __- 
Offenses known to the police—cities divided according to location 
CARINE isi sock oe a ck saad wns os ckedewo mes 2 
Offenses in individual cities over 25 ,000 i in population (table 31). 
Data from supplementary offense reports (tables 32-34) - 
Rural crime trends (table 35) ios 
Offenses known in Territories and possessions (table 36) - -- - 
Estimated number of major crimes, 1943-44 (table 37) 
Data compiled from fingerprint cards, 1944: 
Sex distribution of persons arrested (table 38) --- -- -- 
Age distribution of persons arrested (tables 39-40) -- - 
Percentage with previous fingerprint record (table 41) _-_- 
Race distribution of persons arrested (table 42) - - - 
Definition of part I and part II offense classifications 
Index to volume XV 











UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Department 
of Justice, Washington, D. C. 























Volume XV January 1945 Number 2 





SUMMARY 
Crime Trends, 1939-44. 

Crime trends were generally upward during 1944, with all offenses 
except robberies and larcenies showing increases over 1943, according 
to the reports of 318 of the Nation’s largest cities. As a group, crimes 
against the person displayed an upward swing amounting to 10.0 per- 
cent in 1944, while property offenses were up 1.5 percent. For the 
total of all offenses a 2.0 percent increase was recorded over 1943. 

As to individual offense classes, murders and negligent manslaugh- 
ters increased 3.8 percent and 10.3 percent respectively during 1944 
over the previous year, while rapes rose 4.2 percent and aggravated 
assaults, 12.0 percent. Forcible rapes increased 12.3 percent, while 
statutory violations (no force used—victim under age of consent) 
declined 2.5 percent. 

Auto thefts in 1944 were up 9.2 percent and burglaries showed a 1.5 
percent rise. Robberies declined 2.1 percent and larcenies showed 
practically no change from 1943 to 1944 (—0.2 percent). Thefts in- 
volving property valued at $50 or more increased 22.9 percent, most of 
the decline in larcenies appearing among thefts of property under $5 















98 in value. 
100 The steady increase in rape during recent years placed the 1944 
"ee figure for such offenses 27.0 percent in excess of the average pre-war 


year (1939-41). Similarly, aggravated assaults during 1944 exceeded 
the pre-war average year by 19.9 percent. Despite the decrease in the 
number of automobiles in use during recent years, the auto theft figure 
for 1944 exceeds the pre-war average by 15.2 percent. 

In the following instances the 1944 figures were below the pre-war 
average to the extent indicated: Murder, -7.5 percent; robbery, —13.2 
percent; burglary, —8.9 percent; and larceny, —13.3 percent. 

Crime Rates, 1943-44. 

Crime rates vary among communities of different sizes. Murder 
increased in cities of all sizes except those with populations from 
25,000 to 50,000, and those under 10,000. Negligent manslaughters 
showed increases only in the cities over 50,000. Offenses of rape in- 
creased only among the cities with population in excess of 100,000, and 
(55) 
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aggravated assaults increased in cities of all sizes, except those from 
10,000 to 25,000 in population. As to property crimes, auto thefts 
increased in cities of all sizes, whereas the robbery rates increased only 
in cities with population less than 25,000, showing decreases in the 
larger communities. 


Value of Property Stolen, 1943-44. 


The average value of property stolen per offense of robbery in- 
creased 19.6 percent, from $94.26 in 1943 to $112.74 in 1944. The 
increases for other types of crimes were as follows: Burglary 30.6 per- 
cent, larceny 17.0 percent, and auto theft 13.9 percent. Ninety-seven 
percent of the stolen automobiles were recovered. Exclusive of auto- 
mobiles, 24.1 percent of the property stolen in 1944 was recovered. 


Estimated Number of Major Crimes, 1944. 


With the passing of each hour during 1944, more than 158 serious 
crimes were reported to local police authorities in the United States. 
Each day on the average brought 28 felonious killings, 30 rapes, 150 
aggravated assaults, and left 120 persons robbed, 555 with their auto- 
mobiles stolen and the homes or business places of 749 others burglar- 
ized. In addition, 2,176 larcenies occurred during the average day, 
until by the end of the year an estimated 1,393,655 major crimes were 
registered. 

Monthly Variations in Crime. 


Crime shows a definite tendency to fluctuate with the seasons, and 
the figures for 1944 followed generally the pattern of prior years. 
During the summer months when the days are longer and warmer, 
murders and other felonious assaults are most frequent, while the 
predatory crimes against property increase generally with the extended 
darkness of the winter months. Negligent manslaughters, com- 
posed almost entirely of traffic fatalities, follow generally the seasonal 
curve of traffic deaths, increasing noticeably with the darkness and 
unfavorable driving conditions of the winter months. 


Rural Crime Trends, 1943-44. 


Rural murders and rapes decreased in 1944, whereas urban crimes of 
those types increased. On the other hand, rural robberies were up 
1.7 percent, while urban robberies declined 2.1 percent. Similarly the 
rural larceny rate showed a slight increase amounting to 1.7 percent, 
whereas urban larcenies registered a slight decrease. For offenses of 
negligent manslaughter, aggravated assault, burglary, and auto theft 
the trend of both rural and urban crime figures was upwards in 1944. 


Persons Arrested, 1944. 


Among the 488,979 fingerprint arrest records received at the FBI 
in 1944, age 17 stood out as the predominating single age group among 
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arrested persons, followed in this respect by ages 18, 19, 21, and 22 in 
the order indicated. 

For males and females combined arrests of persons in the 18-20 
age group decreased 5.2 percent, while arrests of persons less than 18 
years old declined 2.5 percent. During 1944, boy arrests under 18 
decreased 1.8 percent and girl arrests under 18 decreased 7.1 percent 
as compared with 1943. Boy arrests in the 18-20 bracket decreased 
8.5 percent, but girl arrests in this age group increased 4.9 percent. 
A comparison of the 1944 data with the figures for 1941, the last 
peace-time year, showed the arrests of boys under 18 were up 18.8 
percent in 1944, and arrests of girls under 21 showed a 134.0 percent 
rise, indicating we still jhave an abnormally high level of juvenile 
delinquency. 

Of the total arrest records examined, 241,042 (49.3 percent) repre- 
sented persons who already had fingerprint arrest records on file at the 
FBI. For males the percentage with prior records was 52.8, and for 
females the percentage was 32.1. 


CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENSES 


The term ‘‘offenses known to the police” is designed to include those 
crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification occur- 
ring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known to the 
police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecuting or 
court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the following group 
of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience to be those most 
generally and completely reported to the police: Criminal homicide, 
including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and (6) manslaugh- 
ter by negligence; rape; robbery ; aggravated assault; burglary—break- 
ing or entering; larceny—theft; and auto theft. The figures contained 
herein include also the number of attempted crimes of the designated 
classes. In other words, an attempted burglary or robbery, for ex- 
ample, is reported in the bulletin in the same manner as if the crime 
had been completed. Attempted murders, however, are reported as 
aggravated assaults. 

“Offenses known to the police’’ include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the law-enforce- 
ment agencies of contributing communities and not merely arrests or 
cleared cases. Offenses committed by juveniles are included in the 
same manner as those known to have been committed by adults, 
regardless of the prosecutive action. Complaints which upon inves- 
tigation are learned to be groundless are not included in the tabulations 
which follow. 

In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the F BI does not vouch for their accuracy. They are given out as 
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current information which may throw some light on problems of 
crime and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 

In the last section of this bulletin may be found brief definitions of 
part I and II offense classifications. 


EXTENT OF REPORTING AREA 


In the table which follows, there is shown the number of police 
departments from which one or more crime reports were received 
during the calendar year 1944. Information is presented for the 
cities divided according to size, and the population figures employed 
are from the 1940 decennial census. 


Population repre- 


Total | Cities filing returns sented in returns 


number Total 
Th oS eee eee 


or towns Number | Percent Number | Percent 


Population group 


1,043 | 96.75 | 62,726,936 | 62, 242, 502 99. 23 


. Cities over 250, si ae ashen nit 37 100. 00 | 30, 195, 339 | 30, 195, 339 100. 00 

2. Cities 100,000 to 250,000... ___-- 55 100. ’ 7, 792, 650 100. 00 
. eet eae Se akhod re 107 . , 343, 7, 343, 917 100. 00 
. Cities 25,000 to 50,009... ..-....--.-| 213 , 417,093 | 7,417,093 100. 00 

. Cities 10,000 to 25,000_- Dimciebawue 666 94.74 ’ 9, 493, 503 95. 14 


Note.—The above table does not include 2,085 cities, villages, and rural townships Rees a total 
popu- 


pop pulation of 10,385,121. The cities and villages included in this fi figure are those of less 
ation filing returns, whereas the rural townships are of varying population groups. 


In addition to the 3,128 city and village police departments which 
forwarded crime reports during 1944, one or more reports were 
received during the year from 2,314 sheriffs and State Police organi- 
zations and from 6 agencies in Territories and possessions of the 
United States, making a grand total of 5,448 agencies contributing 
crime reports to the F BI during 1944. 
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MONTHLY REPORTS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population. 

Crime rates vary among communities of different sizes, with the 
higher rates generally found in the larger cities. For this reason, the 
offenses known to the police for the calendar year 1944 and the rate per 
100,000 are presented in table 25 for cities of the Nation grouped 
according to size, so that interested persons may compare the frequency 
of crime in an individual city with national averages for cities of the 
same population group. The average crime rate for all cities, regard- 
less of size is likewise shown in the tabulation. 

Similar tabulations in prior issues of the bulletin have been published 
for other periods, and although the comparable table for the calendar 
year 1943 presented in volume XIV, No. 2 was not based on exactly 
the same cities represented in table 25 of this issue, a comparison of 
the two tables does furnish some information relative to significant 
trends from 1943 to 1944 in cities of specific population groups. Such 
a comparison reflects increases in the murder rates for cities of all 
sizes, except those with population from 25,000 to 50,000, and those 
under 10,000. Negligent manslaughters showed increases only in the 
cities over 50,000. Offenses of rape increased only among the cities 
with population in excess of 100,000, showing decreases in the smaller 
communities, and aggravated assaults increased in cities of all sizes 
except those from 10,000 to 25,000. 

Among the offenses against property, increases were reflected in auto 
theft rates in cities of all sizes, whereas the robbery rates increased only 
in cities with population less than 25,000, showing decreases in the 
larger communities. The changes in the rates for burglary and 
larceny were not particularly significant, moderate increases and 
decreases being scattered among the six population groups. 

The following figures indicate the distribution of the reported 
offenses in 1944: 
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| | 
Offense nooo Percent | Offense ayy Percent 
Bains cnccodcicdircnbegh Eee 100.0 || Assault... 4.8 3.8 
Robbery - 43.8 3.0 
Larceny ..-......-..- ce thas 819.0 Se TF Fe Petes ake secddscdoocetusd 10.9 .8 
Wiss it ainncancccennes 305. 2 ,e 5 > | | Sree 4.9 3 
BP Pte mosdinck ato askuge 203. 0 14.0 || Manslaughter. .-.-..........- _ 328 3 
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It is of some significance to note that the violent crimes of criminal 
homicide, rape, and aggravated assault shown in table 25, numbering 
49,719, constituted 5.2 percent of the total offenses reported by the 
cities represented, while for the 3-year period preceding the war 
(1939-41) such crimes composed only from 4.1 percent to 4.3 percent 
of the total offenses reported. This percentage change is attrib- 
utable in part to increases in rapes and other felonious assaults and 
also to the lower figures for robbery, burglary, and larceny reported 
during the war years. 

For an estimate as to the total serious offenses committed in the 
United States during 1944, reference may be made to tablé 37 in this 
issue of the bulletin. 


TABLE 25.—Offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 1944; 
number and rate per 100,000 inhabitants, by population groups 


[Population figures from 1940 decennial census] 


Criminal 
homicide 


Population group 


GROUP I 


36 cities over 250,000; total popu- 
lation, 29,894,166: 
Number of offenses known - -- 
Rate per 100,000 





GROUP II 


55 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total 
population, 7,792,650: 
Number of offenses known - -- 
Rate per 100,000 
GROUP II 
104 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total 
population, 7,175,075: 
Number of offenses known. - - 
Rate per 100,000 a 
GROUP IV 
201 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total 
population, 6,958,492: 
Number of offenses known. -- 
Rate per 100,000 


GROUP V 


567 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total 
population, 8,574,864: 

Number of offenses known. -- 

Rate per 100,000_.__.._.. 

GROUP VI 

1,198 cities under 10,000; total 
po tion, 6,381,576: 

umber of offenses known. -- 

Rate per 100,000. _.__._- 

TOTAL, GROUPS I-VI 


2,161 cities; total population, 


Number of offenses known. -. 1175, 144 
Rate per 100,000 ‘ 8 305. 2 


819.0 


1 The number of offenses and rates for burglary and larceny are based on reports as follows: Group I, 
34 cities, total population, 20,507,837; groups I-VI, 2,159 cities, total population, 57,390,494. 
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Annual Trends, Offenses Known to the Police. 


Crime trends were generally upward during 1944, with all offenses 
except robberies and larcenies showing increases, according to the 
reports of 318 of the Nation’s largest cities. As a group, crimes 
against the person displayed an upswing amounting to 10.0 percent in 
1944, while property offenses were up 1.5 percent. For the total of all 
offenses reflected in table 26, a 2.0 percent increase was recorded over 
1943. 

In examining the figures for individual offense classes, increases 
were noted during 1944 in the number of murders and negligent man- 
slaughters to the extent of 3.8 percent and 10.3 percent respectively 
over 1943, while rapes rose 4.2 percent and aggravated assaults, 12.0 
percent. 

Auto thefts in 1944 were up 9.2 percent and burglaries showed a 1.5 
percent rise. Robberies declined 2.1 percent and larcenies showed 
practically no change from 1943 to 1944 (—0.2 percent). 

Rape, aggravated assault, and auto theft offenses have shown the 
most significant increases since the war began. Rape offenses have 
increased steadily with the result the 1944 figure is 27.0 percent in excess 
of the average pre-war year (1939-41). The 1944 rape figures were up 
in six of the nine geographic divisions, with decreases reflected in the 
New England, Middle Atlantic, and Mountain States. 

Aggravated assaults have followed generally the trend in rape 
offenses, except for the year 1943, when the figures remained practi- 
cally unchanged from 1942. In 1944, however, the sharp rise in aggra- 
vated assaults put the figure for this offense class 19.9 percent over the 
pre-war average year. Increases in 1944 were reflected in all sections 
of the country, except in those States comprising the New England, 
West North Central, and West South Central geographic divisions. 

During the first calendar year after Pearl Harbor auto thefts de- 
clined, but during 1943 and 1944 significant and steady increases have 
been recorded despite the decrease in the number of automobiles in use 
during those years. The auto theft figure for 1944 exceeds the pre-war 
average by 15.2 percent, and the increase was general in all sections of 
the country, except in the Mountain and Pacific States where decreases 
were reported. 

In the following instances the 1944 figures were below the pre-war 
average to the extent indicated: Murder, —7.5 percent; robbery, 
—13.2 percent; burglary, —8.9 percent; and larceny, —13.3 percent. 

Table 26 presents a summarization of the offenses known to the 
police in 318 cities with a population in excess of 25,000. In examining 
the trends for individual geographic divisions consideration should 
be given to the fact that substantial shifts in population have occurred 
subsequent to the 1940 decennial census. 
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85 cities, total population, 
12,131,211: 
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Percent change 1934-44... 





Ficure 9. 





WEST NORTH CENTRAL 





541,995: 
Average, 1939-41 
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SOUTH ATLANTIC! 





35 cities, total population, 
3,917,445: 
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WEST SOUTH C ENTRAL 


20 cities, total population, 
2,414,637: 












57 cities, total population, | 


27 cities, total population, | 


12 cities, total population, 


El eta 


(Population figures from 1940 decennial census} 





Criminal 
homicide 


Murder, 
nonneg- 


man- 


_ | negli- 
slaugh gence 


ter 





44 cities, total population, | 


| i 


150 
145 


+2.8 | + 





310 


335 
| 322 





laugh 
slaugh- 
ligent |O & 











5 


+ oagne 
TOs 
Pass 
ow a 


—— 


os2b8 


I 
















p Pre 
eared 


106 
-| =-3.9 | +60] 
) Includes the District of Columbia. 


TABLE 26.—Annual trends, offenses known to the police, 318 cities over 25,000 in 
December, inclusive, 1939-44, by geographic divisions 


Bur- 
= Lar- 
reak- | ceny— 
ing or theft 
entering 
| 
| | 
| 
| } 

9, 838 20, 139 
8,815 21, 004 
8, 966 17, 656 
8, 141 15, 804 
—9.2| —10.0 

| 

20,285 | 41,914 

16,933 | 40,156 

17,506 | 32,140 

16,592 | 32,156 
—5.2 0.0 

| 

40, 222 | 114, 664 

35, 697 | 107, 806 

36,876 | 96,998 

38,324 | 97,843 
+3.9 +0.9 
. 

10,406 | 34,632 
8,207 | 30,458 
8,087 | 25,697 
7,811 , 442 
—3.4 —8.8 


6,325 | 12,474 
5,365 | 13, 721 
4,874 | 11,547 
4,783 | 11, 165 
—1.9 —3.3 








10,827 | 35,969 
9,545 | 34, 448 
9,582 | 29, 297 

10,118 | 31, 383 
+5.6 +7.1 
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TABLE 26.—Annual trends, offenses known to the police, 318 cities over 25,000 in 


population, January to December, inclusive, 1939-44, by geographic divisions— 
Continued. 


Criminal 

homicide 
ecisecigisinahdiien Ik hee Bur- 

lary— | Lar- 
Murder,| Man- b y reak- 
nonneg- | i 
Nee: | Jaugh- | ing or 

ligent | ter by | | entering! 


vo}, | negii- 
slaugh- | 
ter | Bemce 


Geographic divisions 





| 
MOUNTAIN 
| 
11 cities, total population, 
835,805: 

Average, 1939-41 ; 
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1944... edna 

Percent change 1943-44 
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318 cities, total population, 
45,062,198: 

Average, 1939-41 

1942. 

1943 
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Monthly Variations, Offenses Known to the Police. 


Crime shows a definite tendency to fluctuate with the seasons. 
During the summer months when the days are longer and warmer, 
murders and other. felonious assaults are most frequent, while the 
predatory crimes of robbery, burglary, and auto theft increase gen- 
erally with the extended darkness of the winter months. 

The seasonal crime curves are graphically presented in figures 10 
and 11. These charts show the extent to which the actual number of 
offenses exceeds, or falls short of, the number that would have been 
recorded for the month had the offenses been distributed equally 
throughout the year. The 5-year average for 1939-43 is charted in 
comparison with the data for 1944. 

As indicated in figure 10, the seasonal curve for offenses of man- 
slaughter by negligence is the inverse of those for other offenses against 
the person. However, negligent manslaughters are composed almost 
entirely of traffic fatalities wherein gross criminal negligence was 
present, and the number of such offenses, therefore, follows generally 
the seasonal curve of traffic deaths, which tend to increase with the 
darkness and unfavorable driving conditions of the winter months. 
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The larceny seasonal pattern as shown in figure 11 is slightly differ- 
ent from that of other crimes against property. This may be ex- 
plained in part by the fact that many larcenies, unlike the more pre- 
meditated crimes of robbery, burglary and auto theft, frequently 
involve the theft of personal property carelessly left unattended or 
insecure by the owners. During the winter months when there 
appears to be more of a tendency to “put things away,” in the house 
or storeroom for example, the larceny frequency declines and, in- 
cidentally, the burglary curve rises. 

Table 27, shows the monthly variations in offenses known to the 
police, based on daily averages. The tabulation makes possible the 
comparison of the frequency of crime during any one month or quar- 
ter with the daily average for the year. 


TABLE 27.—Monthly variations, offenses known to the police (daily average), Jan- 
uary to December, inclusive, 1944, 318 cities over 25,000 in population 


[Total population, 45,062,198, based on 1940 decennial census] 
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Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location. 


The many social and economic factors directly affecting the extent 
of crime vary among the several States and larger geographic divisions, 
and thus, the frequency of crime varies throughout the different sec- 
tions of the Nation. 

The rates for crimes against property in the Western States are 
generally higher than in other sections of the country, while the rates 
for offenses against the person are generally higher in the Southern 
States. Police administrators, therefore, are frequently interested in 
comparing figures for their respective communities with the average 
for other cities in the same general area. 

Accordingly, the rates shown in table 25 are subdivided in tables 
29 and 30 to present the data for individual States and geographic 
divisions. The figures in table 28 indicate the number of cities in 
each State and geographic division used in preparing the crime rate 
data shown in tables 25, 29, and 30. 

In examining the crime rates for the several States and geographic 
divisions it should be remembered that the 1940 decennial census 
population figures were used in preparing the data presented and 
there have doubtless been marked changes in the population in many 
communities since 1940. 
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TABLE 28.—Number of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform 
crime reports, January to December, inclusive, 1944 


Population 





| Over | 100,000 to | 50,000 to | 25,000 to | 10,000 to | Less than| Total 
250,000 | 250,000 | 100,000 | 50,000 | 25,000 | 19,000 


Division and State 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 
' New England: 186 cities; total pop- 



















ulation, 5,988,907_.............- 2 10 13 32 73 6 186 
Middle Atlantic: 518 cities; total | 
population, 19,561,797__.....__. 6 ll 23 36 146 | 296 518 
East North Central: 514 cities; total | 
population, 16,320,012___...._....| 8 10 23 57 116 | 300 514 
West North Central: 265 cities; | 
total population, 5,454,005... _. ‘ 4 5 8 11 65 172 | 265 
South Atlantic: ! 194 cities; total 
population, 5,742,668 _........._..| 3 7 16 20 48 100 194 
East South Central: 77 cities; total | | i 
population, 2,365,223._......__... | 3 3 4} 10 19 38 | 77 
West South Central: 124 cities; total | | 
vopulation, 3,792,528. __......... | 4 3 | 8 } 12 | 36 61 124 
Mountain: 92 cities; total popula- | 
tion, 1,491,724. _....._. ae ol 1 1 2 7 23 8 92 
Pacific: 191 cities; total population, | } 
GE altacasdiecctoces bin 5 5 7 16 41 117 191 
New England: 2 = = = | = | 
PR thn tininswae i ‘ : as 1 2) 6 6 | 15 
New Hampshire __. 1 2 6 5 14 
Vermont.___- og : kban 1 2 6 9 
Massachusetts - . ___ 1 7 s 13 45 31 | 105 
Rhode Island - - - 3 1 1 6 6 2 16 
Connecticut .......... 3 2 8 8 6 27 
Middle Atlantic: | 
New York...._.__- 4 6 10 | 46 95 164 
New Jersey - .__- ; 4 6 15 | 38 67 131 
Pennsylvania. -._. 3 1 | iy 









Wisconsin...._____- 
























West North Central: 
Minnesota... __-__ 2 1 1 11 | 53 68 | 
Bd eases ; 1 | 6 9 | 40 | 60 
Ne coo 2 2 | 1 | 14 25 | 44 
North Dakota__. ie 1} 3 6 10 
South Dakota___- | 1} 5 | 7 13 
Nebraska... _____. 1 1 7 13 22 
Kansas........... 2 1 1 16 28 | 48 
South Atlantic: { | 
District of Columbia_- Reon ie jieon a aiobhcedl Si ideeaearal 1 
Delaware ___......- 1 ee 1 Soca = 1} 2 
Maryland_. eid ; 1 elite oak | 2) 4 7 14 
Virginia... ._...- | 2) 3 | 5} 6 20 | 36 
West Virginia... ; .3 3 2} 7 13 25 
North Carolina. -. ; 1 4) 4) 13 18 | 40 
South Carolina... anata 2 | 2) 3 10 | 17 
SN 5. xan etas sn 1 -| 3 | 1 | 6 13 24 
I are 3 | 1 |} 4 | 9 | 18 | 35 
East South Central: | | | 
Kentucky..________. 1 | = 1 | 5 | 4 13 | 2 
‘Tennessee _______ 1} Oi. Ua 1 | 4 11 | 20 
Alabama-__..._.. D hickcase ee | 2 3 | 3 8 17 
Mississippi-..___- ‘ planeta 1} 1 8 6 16 
West South Central: 
MR oe, vk ache oe 2 deatisedail 1 | 1 4) 9 15 
Louisiana... _._-.-- | Pi. ae 1 3 4) 8 20 
Oklahoma _. aia , ae | 2 12 16 | 32 
UR iid Ge dei } 3 1 | 6 6 16 | 25 | 7 
Mountain: | | 
Montana... 2 4 7 | 13 
I te See ha. wih 2 spa Ein a ald 1 | 5 | 12 | 18 
Wyoming..._..._-. os inci pi did kinder ecuaticiaiien bis ibin ie 4 3 | 7 
Colorado... __- Sis ike ease RAK Dit aesdbathe | 1| 1 | 5 13 | 21 
New Mexico -- } 1 2) 6 | a 
Arizona..-.._. Sadoss shal 8 | 10 
Wie: ..5.... 2] 5| 9 
Nevada... -._.- 1 | 4| 5 
Pacific: | | 
Washbington.. Ee igase eae} 1 | B Bcnsosctee 3 7 | 16 | 29 
Oe esr Bil 2: css cankvod deena cones S| 16 | 2 
ees ves cganddnccnansd 2 85 | 








! Inclds the District of Columbia. 
632728—45. 3 
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TABLE 29.—- Number of offenses known to the police per 100,000 inhabitants, January 
to December, inclusive, 1944, by States 


[Based on 1940 decennial census] 


| | 


| Murder, 


3 7 Bu y— 
Division and State a Robbery Ageravated tem or oe Auto theft 
m ! 


ligent man- assault : 
slaughter entering 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 


New England_--.- 
Middle Atlantic. . - 
East North Central 
West North Central 
South Atlantic ?_ 
East South Central 
West South Central 
Mountain 

Pacific 


zn 


|) ON Co a3 8989 OO 


F=SBARAS 
|| Om OWOm ROS 
a2 
S$ 
Ss ; 


| 
| 
1 


| S888: 


| 


New England: 
Maine be 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
Middle Atlantic: 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
East North Central: 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois. . 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
West North Central: 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 
South Atlantic: 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia ; 
West Virginia. 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 
East South Central: 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi - - - 
West South Central: 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 
Mountain: 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado | 
New Mexico 
Arizona | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


- 


rr 


—armneeo 
— 
- SReoerms 
’ 


nae 
2eood Se COWOD 


sro 
Re 
NEN 

em 


& BE: 
5 


8 


> 
oa 
ont Oh es! 


BESS 
HERE: 


CcuUws+ou OQwm-— 
oe 

BeeeBon x 
—AakOoacce 


S 


504. 
1, 327. 
559. 
913. 
1, 388. 
1, 324. 
1, 436. 


—— 


S3=58 


— 

WOSCWROW ANH UADe WUAOSOS SHO BHeWw Aw 
— 
ID 
= 





ecnszo 


SSASSESB SSEAKSR oBS 
“ 
z 


noe Donne 


F 
_ 
a 


933. 
730. 
929. 
860. 


_ 
o- 
~ 


S28 SRRELNes RASS. Ss: 


—wouwe 


1,075.1 | 
520. 6 
1,117.8 | 
1, 302. 5 


i) 
sh EK RH HI OOCe DH BK WONOS BH anw 


cou Se 


z BEES BEBE 


939. 5 | 
1, 378. 4 
1, 707. 2 
1, 172.8 
955.5 
1,950.7 | 
1, 487.3 | 
1, 590. 1 | 


28 
ad 
OtwRSo OW 


Bae 


Utah 
Nevada 
Pacific: 
Washington 
Oregon - - . - 
California 


HDOCHeDsN SCAOSOHM #BW-*18 


RFS=ALSE! 





1, 545. 8 
1, 804. 6 
1, 682.9 


FPHe PSNPSSNErE. 


ros 
Pr 
to oro 
IDO 


—— 


Mh og rates for burglary and larceny are based on the reports of 516 cities with a total population of 10.i75,- 
1 Includes report of the District of Columbia. 

3 The rates for burglary and larceny are based on reports of 163 cities. 

¢ The rates for burglary and larceny are based on reports of 222 cities. 





TasLE 30.—Number of offenses known to the nies per 100,000 inhabitants, January 
to December, inclusive, 1944, by geographic dinsions and population groups 


ry 


[Based on 1940 decennial census] 


Murder, 


es 


Auto theft 


population group man- 
slaughter | 


Geographic division and 


ft 


NEW ENGLAND 


CAM H OOK 


saaex 


aonwrtoan 


RESSSE 


Perey 


a 


Group I.....-- 
Group II. ..-.. 
Group III... - 
Group IV... 
Group V...--- 
Group VL...- 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC 


aoOnmt 
SH9Reser 
BESS 


CMBNDWG 


enxcorHaw 


gegea2 


arrTonen 


Hi DOO rt 


si gege 


-ToDoww 


SSS58 ESSE SESNER 


sagees 


ee 


sdaaes 


men OON 


CSHoon 


orcorr 
sasrds 


eo 


OD ONS 


saaage 


aa 


eonraonrn 


DOr-Or~em 


SERRE 





EAST NORTH CENTRAL 


QE cénc<e 
Group II........ 
Group III... 
We pec gece 


“ansetaasae cnn 


WEST NORTH CENTRAL 


Group IT. ..-..- 

Group III... -.-. 

Geom TV...:...:%. 
TRE Wie sc0p-s 

co ”  ; See 
tinh cece ete 


é¢ asa Se 


S$SSS5 


TE Bik. os siepretiinne Seuee 
Group III... .. 

Group IV..... 

Group V...-.--- Sates 
GE Bic tcddatdecers 


fr-so aiao 
<¥rer S228 


EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 


Group I... .-- 


8 


RS25%% 


seeuds 


ms 


Aarne 


aoonrow 


segese 


agaees 


eee 
Ons we 


S2aash 


RON GH 
See8a5 


TH ODN 


E4282 


-Aoowe 


eoronrmor 


RSSIS5 


-AODnNow 


SES8ES 


Hooar 
bedec obec 
ESSE95 


adda 


conowrwr@ 


ES6S8e 





RaAZSRR 


dgczas 





Cs en eb oakk 
EE 66 da sscncuss 
Group IV_.-- 

Group V.-.. 


Sexes ce} 


Group VI...._- 


WEST SOUTH CENTRAL 


Group I.....-- 
Group IT_.-..-.- 
Group III--..- 
Group IV-_-.-. 
Group V..-..-.- 
Group VI... 


Group I..-.-.- 
Group II...-- 





Group I... ...-- 
SEE basics cate 
Group III....__-- 
Group IV_..___- 


! 


1 The number of offenses and rates for b 
? Includes the District of Columbia. 
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Offenses in Individual Cities With More Than 25,000 Inhabitants. 

The number of offenses reported as having been committed during 
the period of January-December 1944 is shown in table 31. The 
compilation includes the reports received from police departments in 
cities with more than 25,000 inhabitants. Police administrators and 
other interested individuals will probably find it desirable to compare 
the crime rates of their cities with the average rates shown in tables 25 
and 30 of this publication. Similarly, they will doubtless desire to 
make comparisons with the figures for their communities for prior 
periods, in order to determine whether there has been an increase or a 
decrease in the amount of crime committed. 

Caution should be exercised in comparing crime data for individual 
cities, because differences in the figures may be due to a variety of 
factors. The amount of crime committed in a community is not 
solely chargeable to the police but is rather a charge against the entire 
community. The following is a list of some of the factors which might 
affect the amount of crime in a community: 

Population of the city and metropolitan area adjacent thereto. 

The composition of the population with reference particularly to 
age, sex, and race. 

The economic status and activities of the population. 

Climate. 

Educational, recreational, and religious facilities. 

The number of police employees per unit of population. 

The standards governing appointments to the police force. 

The policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts. 

The attitude of the public toward law-enforcement problems. 

The degree of efficiency of the local law-enforcement agency. 

It should be remembered that the war has brought about marked 
changes in some of the foregoing factors in many communities. 

In comparing crime rates, it is generally more important to deter- 
mine whether the figures for a given community show increases or 
decreases in the amount of crime committed than to ascertain whether 
the figures are above or below those of some other community. 









ial 


10t 
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tht 


sto. 
‘to 
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ter- 
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| 

| |M turder, | 
City 
| man- 
slaughter 





Abilene, Tex beige 

Akron, Ohio-__-- shal 
Alameda, Calif.................| 
Albany, N. Y-_.-- ad 
Albuquerque, N. 


Alexandria, La bbs 
Alexandria, Va_..._-- en 
Alhambra, Calif-__. | 
Aliquippa, Pa......- 

Allentown, Pa 


Alton, Il. 
Altoona, Pa.......... 
Amarillo, Tex 
Amsterdam, N. Y 
Anderson, Ind 


Ann Arbor, Mich_. 
Sem Biccaas 


‘ 
Kw 










ww on 


hwr 


an ngton, Mass_..._- 
Arlington, Va_-_-__-- 


BT, WEG ois cade eel 
Ashland, Ky. 
Atlanta, Ga.. ai 
Atlantic City, ee 
Auburn, N. Y....---- 





Augusta, Ga -- 
Aurora, Il 

Austin, Tex... 
Bakersfield, Calif__. 
Baltimore, ‘Md... 


Bangor, Maine__.-.-. 
Baton Rouge, La............--- 1 
Battle Creek, Mich... 
Bay City, Mich. 

Bayonne, N. J_... 






el 





Beaumont, Tex -- 


6 
Belleville, [ll 










Belleville, N. J 
Belmont, Mass 


Beloit, Wis_____- 
Belvedere Tw 
Berkeley, Calif 


Bellingham, Wash 


, Calif. 


Berwyn, I 





Bethlehem, Pa 


Beverly, Mass. 


Bing 
Birmi 
Bloomfield, N 
Bloomington, Ill 
Boise, Idaho. - - - 
Boston, Mass 


Bristol, Conn. -- 
Brockton, Mass 
pooetane, Mass 
Buffalo, N. Y_.. 
Burbank, Calif. 


Burlington, Iowa... 


Beverly Hills, Calif -. 
hamton, N. Y-. 
ham, a. Ala... 


Bridgeport, Conn.......-....... 


Butte, 


Camden, 





Burlington, Vt 
Mont 
Cambridge. Mass 


N.J 


Canton, "Ohia. Ks 


or 


ppleton, Wis..___. Rh 1 | 


| negiigent Robbery 


a Reo — — 


- 
—wnmwu ome 


~ 
aun 
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TABLE 31.—Number of offenses known to the police 
sive, 1944, cities over 25,000 in population (based 


| 
| 
| 


Aggra- 
vated 
assault 








SwoBFw v9! 





1, 084 502 1, 552 
% 81 3 372 

27 | 225 73 388 

i Rr 98 61 

180 | 120 62 387 
110 108 62 548 
eee, 164 42 | 335 

3 38 17 | 98 
eal 257 55 238 
20 | 84 A 102 | 

7) 297 51 366 

6 | 138 209 532 

1 14 8 64 
WZ GS. 139 13 | 171 
3 | 65 69 | 517 
72 | 81 68 | 239 | 
3 50 7 385 | 

Shee 99 11 | 142 

22 | 100 108 | 540 

267 235 123 | 377 
7 46 12 | 117 | 
341 | 1,656 874 | 3, 266 | 

61 387 | 633 | 855 
4 4 34 | 192 
283 268 99 | 625 | 
1 | 44 23 | 85 

84 345 55 | 985 
15 | 168 | 130 | 764 
| 1,215} 1,607 | 909 | 3,151 
je 55 43| 255 
li | 86 83 | 242 | 
Only 11 months received ; 

1 | 144 35 | 460 

1 | 184 32 | 270 
j | | j 
45 | 245 79 | 625 
2 | 45 16 | 135 

2| 36 14 | 65 
be = 63 26 | 125 
2 41 4 95 
1 56 30 | 346 

39 |: 31 | 185 

25 | 443 88 971 
ina 46 | 12 117 
21 | 106 | 135 144 
1} 18 10 80 

aed 86 30 154 
2 | 190 96 | 622 
178} 1,305 | 74 | 2,177 
4 | 47 | 21 | 75 
| 14 | 33 | 32 109 
[Saaee 7d 181 84 493 
i6i | 902 699 1, 743 
2B 448 | 280 | 852 
Jona eaiewinns 40 | 30 | 162 
1 | 157 63 | 217 
eae 114 44 188 
151 475 241 1, 366 

2 173 93 667 
| adekodiale 61 4 110 

| | 

Be ee 64 40 | 333 
6 42 9 66 

14 207 45 309 

60 449 136 | 323 

65 414 216 | 772 





January to December, inclu- 
on 1940 decennial census) 





Larceny—theft 
glary— 
breaking 
or 
over 


entering 


| 
~— 8 months received 











| 
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TaB.e 31.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclu- 
sive, 1944, cities over 25,000 in population (based on 1940 decennial census)— 
Continued 


Larceny—theft 
Auto 


$50and | Under | ‘heft 
over $50 


Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Central Falls, R. I 
Charleston, 8.0 
Charleston, W. Va 
Charlotte, N. C 

Chat , Tenn... 
Chelsea, Mass.... 
Chester, Pa... 


» Til. 
Chicopee, Mass 


» 
5 gese8 EBSss 


Soke 


1, 


768 
25 
430 
33 
30 
38 
13 
207 
259 
728 
13 
264 
1% 
56 
26 
92 
868 
80 
48 
110 


@ #2 
B8see ys 


Columbus,’ Ohio 


_N.H 
Corpus Christi, Tex 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. 
Covington, Ky 


Boku Sao 


Davenport, Iowa 
Dayton, Ohio 
Dearborn, Mich 
tur, il 
Denver, Colo 


Des Moines, Iowa 
Detroit, Mich 
Dubugue, Iowa 
Duluth, Minn 
Durham, N.C 


East Chicago, Ind__- 


East Cleveland, Ohio 
Easton, Pa 


East O » N.JI 
East Providenes, SS 


East St. Louis, Ill... ..........- 
Eau Claire, Wis 


E 
El 


Elmira, N. Y.... 
SM i. now ttn Sowcwe 


~ 


oawn- ce 
Sees sSes 


—s 
: 
BrowBe wBha: 


~ 
_ 
— 
= 
o 


Lo 
= 


57 264 
Only 5 months received 
6 121 16 


112 


16 
14 





s¥st @e Se Sucte steak 


~ 

oOo 
— 
= 
on 


See footnotes at end of table. 
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TaBLEe 31.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclu- 


sive, 1944, cities over 25,000 in population (based on 1940 decennial census)— 
Continued 








Murder, Bur- Larceny—theft 









non- Aggra- | glary— maiecliinetinieaibdstinilive! 
City negligent | Robbery | vated | breaking fue 
man- assault or $50 and | U — . 





slaughter entering over 






































































| 

Fort Wayne, Ind. j 2 17 22 236 218 1, 358 274 
Fort Worth, Tex._. ‘ ‘ 32 60 151 1,064 166 2, 260 629 
Fresno, Calif... - 8 92 42 448 212 1, 204 400 
Gadsden, Ala 7 8 118 117 M4 269 s4 
SI 5 ho Sedaka ocdacce | 8 5 107 25 166 75 
Ce Wes. nos oe ect Only 2 months received 
I Mee oes oss oa ols cekoedecn 2 4 11 | 77 27 
Gary, thd nies aes . 8 225 147 579 204 | 212 
Glendale, Calif... 1 16 ll 304 131 | 956 162 
Grand Rapids, Mich = 1 23 20 488, 150 2, 259 439 
2. ES RE: | 3 7 92 63 | 466 82 
I SN aR ee 3 1 63 12 | 120 35 
Greensboro, N. C- 9 19 385 319 146 | 7 171 
Greenville, 8. C_. 6 17 75 127 120 368 122 
Greenwich Town, Conn...____|.......... 1 | 2 | 50 | is} 102 2B 

| i j | 
Hackensack, N. J... .- 1} 7 | 20 80 24 | 164 45 
Hagerstown, Md____. : a . 7) 14 91 71 | 321 56 
Hamilton, Ohio......__. 6 18 | 25 | 83 | 45 | 257 75 
Hamilton Township, N. J 7} 1 | 55 14 | 234 36 
Hammond, Ind_...-_-. 2 12 | 6 | 243 | 112 | 528 87 

| } | 
Hamtramck, Mich.............| 1 40 3 173 | 92 7 69 
Harrisburg, Pa...........-- | 2 39 59 | 272 | 154 626 225 
Hartford, Conn. -.__..--. | 4 59 | 88 | 943 209 | 1,114 500 
Haverford Twp., Pa. -. i? 36 10 | 54 | 6 
Haverhill, Mass____-_-- | 1 4) 1} 87 34 | 119 | 48 
Hazelton, P. pent Only 10 months received 
Highland Park, Mich oe 1 24 | 15 | 336 | 99 | 469 | 127 
High Point, N. C_- m 1 8 | 198 | 86 40 180 | 57 
Hoboken, N. J..__-_- | 1 5 | 46 | 44 6 46 48 
Holyoke, Mass. ----- ; 2 | | - 16} 47 305 54 
Honolulu, T. H_. | , 637 
Houston, Tex | 70 327 176 | 2, 480 | 6,491 | I 239 
Huntington, W. Va | 3 15 86 | 243 | 145 376 | 95 
Huntington Park, Calif a 25 3 | 184 | 98 522 | 138 
Hutchinson, Kans_-.-. 1 | | 10 316 52 
Indianapolis, Ind 24 24 | 3, 
Inglewood, Calif _- l 13 2 182 | 78 366 | 96 
Irvington, N. J | 5 3) 175 36 160 | 42 
Jackson, Mich. . | 9 40 | 114 04 470 | 107 
Jackson, Miss_. 12 21 82 | 242 | 113 689 | 90 














Jacksonville, Fla 7 | 394 , 

Jamestown, N. Y-- 2 3) 58 | 16 112 | 21 
Jersey City, N. J_-. Complete data not received 

Johnson City, Tenn _.._- | 22 3 91 37 | 168 | 52 
Johnstown, Pa 2) 1 55 32 | 54 















Joliet, Il 


Joplin, Mo ge ‘ Only 1 month received , s. 
Kalamazoo, Mich.____- 2 ll 6 | 246 43 603 174 
Kansas City, Kans y 86 25 373 124 | 7 96 





Kansas City, Mo_.. 19 244 324 4 1,019 7 2,313 490 



















Kearny, N. J_..- : 4 80 34 | : 
Kenosha, Wis__-- 5 1 62 11 262 55 
Kingston, N. Y -- ‘ 2 21 21 | 100 14 
Knoxville, Tenn. -. 33 90 | 105 343 458 650 685 
Kokomo, Ind. -. 1 2 6 | 56 25 154 | 67 
La Crosse, Wis : 2 9 | 39 82 | 818 | 102 
La Fayette, Ind ; 7 9 | 122 28 | 429 31 
Lakewood, Ohio cell 18 115 + 22 | 7 2 
Lancaster, Pa_____. a 3 | 7 7 | 131 43 | 313 52 
Lansing, Mich ---.. ae Be 2 | 10 | 23 | 146 84 857 | 226 
Laredo, Tex... -- 4 akaal 1 27 | 20 

Lawrence, Mass.. szecoes 3 | 17 1 | 231 | 30 267 | 86 
Lebanon, Pa....- Soe csc 4 1} 36 | 8 226 | 35 
Lewiston, Maine oleic tiles eri 3 1 | 78 | 25 215 | 23 
BNNs BEY ncn ad uashacagnataa 2 i 4s 107 | 286 | 167 597 | 138 
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TABLE 31.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclu- 
sive, 1944, cities over 25,000 in population (based on 1940 decennial census)— 
Continued 
























































| Murder, | Bur- Larceny—theft | 
| _non- Aggree | Sa | Auto 
City |niegligent| Robbery! vated | breaking | theft 
man- | assault | or | $and | Under | . 

slaughter | } | entering | over, $. 
Lima, Ohio 1 24 | 43 120 101 549 o4 
Lincoln, Nebr 3 | 14 179 | 48 | 77 154 
Little Rock, Ark 8 | 69 30 | 314 | (") j 1, 368 252 
Long Beach, Calif 9 | 156 | 125 | 1,117 | () | 2, 497 1,121 
Lorain, Ohio -- 2) 8 22 87 | 64 224 51 
Los Angeles, Calif 102 2, 756 | 1,231 9, 657 7, 864 17, 218 | 8, 647 
Louisville, Ky ; 48 | 270 | §12 | 2, 332 | 1, 557 | 2, 253 | 1, 358 
Lowell, Mass : 1 12 | 3 | 166 54 226 | 70 
Lower Merion Twp., Pa — 2) 2 | 98 48 304 65 
Lubbock, Tex 1} 1 25 | 100 21 633 12 

| | 

Lynchburg, Va._.. 3 | 6 | 81 | 124 | 43 278 | 78 
Lynn, Mass 1] 13 6 | 396 136 828 | 131 
Macon, Ga ; Only 4 months received 
Madison, Wis 4 | 100 74 324 103 
Malden, Mass... : 10 | 136 51 311 | 50 






Manchester, N. H 












Mansfield, Ohio 3 10 128 55 323 7 

Marion, Ind ; 4 ‘nbeeste a 14 166 36 

Marion, Ohio 4 1 | 101 7 312 | 36 
25 


Mason City, Iowa aosened 18 106 





Massillon, Ohio § 9 | 

Maywood, Ill oo s 1 41 19 

McKeesport, Pa 14 13 | 42 | 25 105 | 48 
Medford, Mass 4 1 | 82 18 | 211 24 











Melrose, Mass_--._-. vlisieaal | 10 


Memphis, Tenn 
Meriden, Conn 









Meridian, Miss 6 7 41 123 14 104 20 
Miami, Fla J 23 154 930 | 1, 228 555 | 1, 322 663 





Miami Beach, Fla ; 6 | 118 139 | 160 | 7 






Michigan City, Ind 5 

Middletown, Conn. 1 2 30 25 | 95 18 
Middletown, Ohio ‘ 1 11 15 | 133 38 416 7 
Milwaukee, Wis... 6 70 81 679 453 3, 146 | 652 
Minneapolis, Minn 80 34 887 566 1, 416 616 







Mishawaka, Ind , 4 é jommaa 















aren are ee ere ee ee mL | nn. lnloalelehalelelel|oMm—ey A a & & A 













Mobile, Ala... nikeo 16 60 567 474 126 | 668 425 

Moline, Ill Seo 6 29 162 53 

Monroe, La a 2 3 

Montclair, N. J. 2 

Montgomery, Ala__.. ll 4 

Mount Vernon, N. Y 1 

Muncie, Ind 4 12 

Muskegon, Mich 1 23 

Muskogee, Okla 9 

Nashua, N. H- ia 

Nashville, Tenn 35 122 133 832 | 257 77 5O1 

New Albany, Ind_. 4 S 57 | 23 116 58 

Newark, N. J 22 268 439 1, 636 645 | 1, 485 1, 367 

Newark, Ohio__.- 2 1 10 | } 20 278 19 

New Bedford, Mass_. 3 30 21 | 598 133 978 284 

New Britain, Conn. - 1 4 7 9 221 61 . 

New Brunswick, N. J 2 5 20 | 114 20 187 102 

Newburgh, N. Y-.- siard eh 3 6 | 68 * 35 | 163 | 81 

New Castle, Pa... 7 1 43 6 | 55 18 127 85 

New Haven, Conn..--. 6 2 12 | 495 155 985 339 , 

New London, Conn... ... 1 6 9 | 69 | 39 132 7 | 

New Orleans, La..........- | 70 138 416 | 474 591 1,422 1, 508 | 

Newport, Ky-......- 3 31 21 | 116 44 203 | 66 

Newport, R. I...... s 2) 53 38 242 58 
| 

Newport News, Va. 10 97 | 148 | 396 | 220 | 660 | 173 | 

New Rochelle, N. Y 2 | 3 | 11 | 51 | 26 132 82 | 

SE sok asia stncinaneneen 1) 1} ee er 338 | 55 | 

WY We 8 Ao. Se ccncetes 228 | 1,015 2, 490 | 4, 596 | () 10, 466 | 10, 119 

Niagara Falls, N. Y.....-.---- aN 3 23 | 58 | 203 | 78 249 161 









See footnotes at end of table. 
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TABLE 31.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclu- 
on 1944, cities over 25,000 in population (based on 1940 decennial census)— 
ontinu 


Larceny—theft 


negligent 
man- 
slaughter 


I, Ri ing dciemasinnundn js 


Oakland, Calif 
Oak Park, Ill 

den, Utah 
Oklahoma City, Okla 
Omaha, Nebr 


Oshkosh, Wis 
Ottumwa, Iowa 
Owensboro, Ky 


Paducah, 4 
Parkersb 
Pasadena, 
Passaic, N.J 
Paterson, N. J 





— — 
288 BLKo SowBS SESE nowde 





Perth Amboy, a J 
Petersburg, 


Philadelphia, Pa 
Phoenix, Ariz 
Pittsburgh, Pa 
Pittsfield, Mass 
Plainfield, N. J 


Pontiac, Mich 

Port Arthur, Tex... -...- 
Port Huron, Mich ----. 
Portland, Maine 








S08 wotSe Bos Bwo BESS eww ssune a 


Sos 
RS 


Portsmouth, Ohio 
Portsmouth, Va 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y- 
Providence, R. I 
Pueblo, Colo.__. 


Quincy, Tl 


SE Se 
Reading, Pa 


Revere, Mass 
Richmond, Ind 


Riverside, Calif 
Roanoke, Va 


Rochester, Minn 
Rochester, N. Y 
Rockford, Il_- 














St. Jose’ ‘b, Mo 

8t. Louis, Mo 

St. Paul, Minn 
8t. Petersburg, Fla. 
Salem, Mass 


See footnates at end of table. 
632728—45. 
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TaBLE 31.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclu- 
~ 1944, cities over 25,000 in population (based on 1940 decennial census)— 
Yontinued 


Murder, Bur- Larceny—theft 

ae el bees] ee eee 
negligen obbery | vai reaking 

man- assault or $50and | Under theft 
slaughter entering over 


I GN ot eecaccmesanee 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

San Angelo, Tex................ 
San Antonio, Tex 

San Bernardino, Calif. 


San Diego, Calif 

San Francisco, Calif. 
San Jose, Calif 

Santa Ana, Calif 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 


90 
22 | 62 22 


692 1, 056 199 
24 83 


679 
1, 281 
46 


= 


Santa Monica, Calif. 
Savannah, Ga 
Schenectady, N. 
Scranton, Pa-- 
Seattle, Wash__ 


o Bee8R saeSe Bre 





Sheboygan, Wis 
Shreveport, La 
Sioux City, Iowa... 
Sioux Falls, 8. Dak 


lee aed aaa aan 6 ae |) i eee ae 


Somerville, Mass... 
South Bend, Ind 
South Gate, Calif-- 
Spartanburg, cds 
Spokane, Wash 


Springfield, Tl) 
Springfield, Mass 
Springfield, Mo__.-_-.. 
Springfield, Ohio_._---_- 
Stamford, Conn 


—a oe a, 


wwe oOnmrN 


Steubenvillc, Ohio 
Stockton, Calif 
Superior, Wis 
Syracuse, N. Y 
Tacoma, Wash. 741 


ow NO 


Tampa, Fla 112 575 
Taunton, Mass. Only 5 months received 
Teaneck, N. J 1 41 

Terre Haute, Ind 3 167 
Toledo, Ohio 166 


+ Sus 


Topeka, Kans 
Torrington, Conn 
Trenton, N. J 
Troy, N. Y 
Tucson, Ariz 


09 
SSSa 


Union City, N. J 
University City, Mo 


Upper Darb 
Utica, N. Y-. 
Waco, Tex. 
Waltham, Mass 
Warren, Ohio 


Warwick, R.I 
Washington, D. C...- 
Washington, Pa 
Waterbury, Conn... 
Waterloo, Iowa 


Watertowu, Mass 
Watertown, N. Y 
Waukegan, Ill 

lh re 
Wauwatosa, Wis 


wey pecSs eeeRo S8a88 





_ 
- 
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u- TaBLe 31.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to December, inclu- 
js sive, 1944, cities over 25,000 in population (based on 1940 decennial census)— 
Continued 
Murder, . } Larceny—theft 
; non- ggra- | glary— Auto 
Cit ligent | Robbery | vated: | breakin 
: “oo ees assanit or : $50 and | Under theft 
slaughter $50 
West Allis, Wis................].........- 35 
447 West Hartford, Gonn.__._..-.- capapaeansticatainssbcicanbaish 76 21 185 4 
73 West Haven, Conn__. sam Only 9 months received 
715 West New York, N.J_..---..-- Only 1 month received 
154 West Orange, N.J........-.--.]-- Re ceadiee 52 20 103 36 
742 West Palm Beach, Fla......... 7| 4 54 230 88 381 | 94 
614 Wheeling, W. Va__-..- 1 | 6 3 221 46 162 54 
331 White Plains, N. Y__- i 4 44 39 47 192 96 
163 Wichita, Kans... 3 6 4 16 270 124 o44 210 
89 Wichita Falls, Tex...-......-.- 4 12 26 187 113 719 14 
281 Wilkes-Barre, Pa_.............-|.......-- 8 9 167 36 155 100 
366 WON, PR a cern cca cde sdalgchs ween 2 13 56 8 112 21 
146 Williamsport, Pa--. Se BE tess sce 7 3 74 12 224 33 
140 Wilmington, Del...__--------. 9 104 12 570 357 | 1,080 299 
, 052 Wilmington, N. C...........- 10 76 sll 185 186 713 183 
22 Winston-Salem, N. C.........- 5 13 143 234 91 397 82 
62 Woodbridge, N. J.......-...-..- | a 2 57 12 108 2 
105 SS SS Se Se eee. 1 3 63 15 157 32 
212 Worcester, Mass. -.............- 3 61 5 683 305 538 353 
107 Wyandotte, Mich............-.|......-.--- fy ingeabeoesa 45 13 162 u« 
14 | Yakima, Wash............... Ooo Mes 107 
209 Tommy I. Y...--..25-2si sa 2 10 31 223 39 360 135 
116 WUD iscen antee = estes 2 20 5 134 39 373 120 
143 Youngstown, Ohio... ------- 8 | 227 104 634 100 914 455 
266 Zanesville, Ohio...............- Me eet BP itis ot 136 32 279 42 
‘i 
272 1 Larcenies not separately reported. Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies. 
73 2 Figures include offenses committed by juveniles; this is in accord with the uniform reporting procedure 
= followed by other cities. 
2 Supplement to Return A Data. 
2 A detailed analysis of the crime situation for several offense classes 
459 is made possible by supplementary reports forwarded monthly to the 
487 FBI by the larger police departments throughout the country, and 
Be summaries of the available data are shown in tables 32-34. 
687 The figures reflect that forcible rapes, constituting 62.5 percent of 
270 the 1944 rape offenses, increased 12.3 percent, while statutory offenses 
208 (no force used—victim under age of consent) declined 2.5 percent. 
197 Highway robberies and those involving oil stations, chain stores, 
aaa and residences increased in 1944, while robberies of commercial 
83 houses, banks, and the miscellaneous group decreased. Although the 
23 robbery total for 1944 is smaller than the figure for the previous year, 
i” the value of the loot obtained by holdup men in the average offense 
si rose 19.6 percent from $94.26 in 1943 to $112.74 in 1944. Thus, table 
98 33 shows a 2.0 percent decrease in the number of robbery offenses in 
a the cities represented, and at the same time an increase in the total 
‘2 value of property stolen from $1,818,074.21 in 1943 to $2,131,978.96 
91 in 1944. 
20 Nighttime burglaries showed an increase last year with a 6.2 percent 


rise in residence offenses committed during the night and a 4.3 percent 


fy761 UVIA UVONIIVD 


___-SWLL GNV 32Vid Ad saluviouna = 
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increase in nighttime nonresidence burglaries. Offenses committed 
during the daylight hours showed decreases. The average value of 
property stolen per offense of burglary rose sharply (+30.6 percent) 
from $78.05 in 1943 to $101.93 in 1944. 

Not only was there a general increase in the number of automobiles 
stolen during 1944, but in addition the value of the average stolen car 
rose 13.9 percent, from $511.30 in 1943 to $582.23 in 1944. In the 254 
cities over 25,000 represented in tables 32 and 33, the problem involv- 
ing the recovery of stolen cars showed a favorable trend, with the per- 
centage recovered increasing from 96.1 in 1943 to 97.3 in 1944, as 
indicated in the following figures: 


| 104s 


Number of automobiles stolen. -. aE ERy a doa tiinasa ; 
EE SS ee eres ceereeen.- ph ites ditisehbuds Cidecadine wanes _..| 65,221 69. 322 
Percent recovered - - .... ele achona 


Larcenies involving property valued at $50 or more increased 22.9 
percent in 1944, while thefts involving property valued at less than 
$50 declined. The increase in larcenies was most pronounced among 
those offenses involving the theft of automobile accessories, where a 
40.4 percent upswing was registered over the 1943 figure. Thefts of 
other articles from automobiles also increased as did pocket-picking 
and miscellaneous thefts. Decreases were registered among larcenies 
classed as purse-snatching, shoplifting, and thefts of bicycles. The 
value of property stolen in the average larceny rose from $40.32 in 1943 
to $47.16 in 1944 (+17.0 percent). 

Table 34, based on the reports of 253 cities over 25,000, shows the 
value of property stolen and recovered by type of property for 1943 
and 1944. Excluding automobiles the value of stolen property re- 
covered in 1944 represents 24.1 percent of that stolen, as compared 
with 25.2 percent for the previous year. 








=m ZC: $ 
OLY 


166'L7G/0C“NOLLWINdOd WLOL 
000'S% Y3AO S3ILID ¥ST 


; 9% 


rv 
oy 
© 
8 
. 
* 
ra 
oT 
7 
“TI 
cd 
ee 
a 
sabe 
— 
Lao 
aa 
La 
2 
a 


ities. 


£61 : eet 
tyro" Cv6l SUVA UVONTTVD vL LL $ 


GIN TOM LON STHBOWOLNY 


ISN3d4O Uad NITOLS ALUIdOUd JO ANIVA JOVUIAV 


ee 












Figure 13. 





83 






TaBLE 32.—Number of known offenses with divisions as to the nature of the criminal 
act, time and place of commission, and value of property stolen, January to Decem- 
ber, inclusive, 1948-44; 254 cities over 25,000 in population; total population, 
30, B27 ,991 


[Population figures from 1940 decennial census] 

























| 
Number of offenses 


ei ___| Percent 
Classification | | change 
Te . ms Ls 











IND 5 sedan necks <a glinegaden 


Total 
Robbery: 









NN a re diate Deiat” sews | 43, 872 14, 063 +14 
Commercial MOURNS iS. os cule ees adeghcoatees ek: 3, 128 2,724 —13.0 
Oil station - 


Chain store_ 





Burglary—breaking or entering: | 
esidence (dwelling): 
Committed during night _. - - hed inibebecendebamal 28, 508 | , 
Committed during day -.......__. PIES GL GO oaf 15, 362 15, 238 -—.38 
Nonresidence (store, office, etc.): 
Committed during night... __. 52, 873 
Committed during day... 4, 987 


Larceny—theft (except auto theft) (grouped according to value of | 
article stolen): 


OEE ik, side dabrciindphinadednnaddadoceareeendant ‘ 41, 238 | 50, 675 +22.9 
es oe. ce autt Inageoal 175, 402 173, 730 
Under $5_- Re ae 090 40, 








Larceny—theft (grouped as to type of offense): 








Pocket-picking ...........___. | 5, 554 i 

Purse-snatching _- oe 7,915 7,7 —1,7 
Fa ob dln cect noc oq theacs 8, 697 | 7, 572 —12.9 
Thefts from autos (exclusive of auto accessories) ‘ 35, 508 38, 680 +8.9 
Auto accessories _ - . 21, 228 29,801 | +40. 4 
RS cid Gc csbaesconde ‘ : 58, 260 49, 692 —14.7 
All others.............- eda 125, 559 125,811 | +.2 


RN ee 3h: . 262, 730 | 264, 985 +.9 






TaBLE 33.—Value of property stolen, by type of crime, January to December, in- 
clusive, 1943-44; 254 cities over 25,000; total population, 30,827,991 


{Population figures from 140 decennial census] 









| Number of offenses | Value of property stolen | A pre Sy. per 

















Classification | | 
Per- | Per- | Per- 
| 1943 | 1044 | cent 1943 1944 cent | 1943 | 1944 | cent 
change \" change | change 
Robbery. beamed 19, 288} 18,910} —2.0) $1,818,074. 21) $2, 131, 978. 96 +17.3] $94. 26! $112.74) +19.6 
Burglary 101, 730) 105,482} +3.7| 7,939, 505.80) 10, 752,013.97; +35.4 78.05) 101.93) +30.6 


Larceny—theit - 262, 730) 264, 985; +0.9) 10, 504, 313. 89) 12, 496,092.10) +18.0 
Auto theft...... 67,874) 71,238; +-5.0) 34, 704, 192.84) 41, 476,648.61) +19.5 


sa | 451, 622 451, 622| 460, 460, 615} +2.0| 85, 056, 176. 74 “6, 856, 733. 64| 421.4 


40.32) 47.16) +17.0 
511.30} 582. 23| +13.9 


121.91| 145.15) +19.1 
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Ficure 14. 





TaBLe 34.—Value of property stolen and value of property recovered by type of 
property, January to December, inclusive, 1943-44; 253 cities over 25,000; total 
population, 30,795,500 


pee figures from 1940 decennial census] 





| 1943 | 1944 
; 7 Fate PUNY tele. Meee Po vie > Wee cake’ caCk eee eeaer 
Tyre of property Valueof | Valueof Percent} Value of Value of | Percent 
property | property recov- property | property recov- 
stolen | recovered ered stolen recovered ered 




















| 
Currency, notes, ete. ..... $6, 717, 128. 59 $1, 113, 921. 60 16.6 | $8, 597,998.73 | $1, 401, 688.74 17.3 


Jewelry and precious 











ii ten vnthgieme tek | 8,773,842.55 | 1,024, 390. 42 27.1 4, 555, 380.61 | 1, 119. 556.09 24.6 
SG iicase plcivass timed 783, 604. 26 117, 439. 17 15.0 | 1, 168, 632.22 129, 573. 31 11.1 
Clothing... ___- ..| 1,961,373. 24 485, 042. 69 24.7 2, 473, 608. 18 613, 383. 90 24.8 
Locally stolen automo- 

biles- fuine | 34, 676, 053. 87 | 33, 029, 153. 88 95.3 | 41, 693,795.73 | 40, 259, 199. 07 96. 6 
Miscellaneous.............| 7,087, 807.72 | 2, 378, 233.75 33.6 8, 567, 529.18 | 2, 763, 333.70 32.3 

Total_._._..........| 54,990,810. 23 | 38, 148, 181. 51 60.4 67, 056, 944.65 | 46, 376,734. 81 69.2 





Rural Crime Trends, 1943-44. 


Under the system of uniform crime reporting, urban crimes are 
tabulated separately from rural crimes. The preceding compilations 
in this publication deal solely with urban crimes, which are generally 
those reported by the police departments of cities with population 
in excess of 2,500. In table 35 are presented available data regarding 
rural crimes during 1943 and 1944. As indicated in the table, the 
data are not based on reports of identical agencies for both years. 
However, the combined population represented by the reporting 
agencies for each year is in excess of 28,500,000, and therefore it is 
believed the figures reflecting offenses per 100,000 inhabitants 
represent general trends in rural crimes. 

The data in table 35 disclose that rural murders and rapes de- 
creased in 1944, whereas compilations of urban crimes, presented 
elsewhere in this publication, reflect increases for those types of 
crimes. On the other hand, rural robberies were up 1.7 percent, 
while urban robberies declined 2.1 percent. Similarly, the rural 
larceny rate showed a slight increase amounting to 1.7 percent, 
whereas urban larcenies registered a slight decrease. For offenses 
of negligent manslaughter, aggravated assault, burglary, and auto 
theft the trend of both rural and urban crime figures was upwards 
in 1944. 

The 1944 rural crime rates shown in table 35 are for all offenses 
lower than the national average for urban crimes appearing in table 
25. However, it is interesting to note that the rural rates for murder, 
negligent manslaughter, and rape are in excess of the corresponding 
rates shown in table 25 for the group VI urban communities, those 
with population from 2,500 to 10,000. 

Generally, rural crime rates for offenses against the person (murder, 
manslaughter, rape, and aggravated assault) are not as much below the 
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national average for urban crimes as are the figures for offenses 
against property. In this connection, however, it should be noted 
that some incompleteness may exist in the rural reporting of the 
less serious crimes. Some of the rural agencies whose reports are 
included in table 35 listed very few crimes, and it is probable that 
some of the reports are based on arrest records rather than on a 
record of all offenses reported to rural law enforcement agencies. 
For that reason, the rural crime figures presented in table 35 should 
generally be considered as conservative. 


TaBLe 35.—Offenses known, rural areas, number and rate per 100,000 inhabitants, 
January to December, inclusive 1943-44. 


[1943 figures based on reports of 1,260 sheriffs, 87 rural village officers, and 10 State police organizatio 
weporeeniing a combined population of 28,695,188; 1944 figures based on reports of 1,351 sheriffs, 86 
vi 


illage officers, and 10 State police organizations, representing a combined population of 29,938,044. Pop- 
ulation figures from 1940 decennial census.]} 





| Number of offen- Rate per 100,000 
| ses inhabitants Percent 






1944 






Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter ____- | 1, 180 








1, 195 4.11 3.99 —2.9 
Manslaughter by negligence.___---.-- ; 859 904 2.99 3.02 +10 
R 3 ------| 2,582 2,617 8. 82 8.74 —.9 

3, 289 3, 496 11.5 11.7 +1.7 
Aggravated assault ......._-.__......- cnt onesie. = 6, 889 22.8 23.0 +.9 
Burglary—breaking or entering. ..._......___._...| 26,224] 27,987 91.4 93.5 +2.3 
RCE owas oe a tees oe Becca | 43,485} 46,131 | 151.5 154. 1 +1.7 
Auto theft...__. Ses gota noaveen-| 12,668 | 15, 741 44.1 52.6 +19. 3 





Offenses Known in Territories and Possessions of the United States. 


The available data concerning crimes committed in Territories and 
possessions of the United States are presented in table 36. Included 
are the figures for the First Judicial District of Alaska, Honolulu City, 
and the County of Honolulu in the Territory of Hawaii. The tabu- 
lation is based on offenses reported monthly by law enforcement 
officers policing both the rural and urban areas, except that the data 
for Honolulu City have been segregated from the figures for Honolulu 
County. 


TaBLE 36,— Number of offenses known in United States Territories and possessions, 
January to December, inclusive, 1944. 


[Population figures from 1940 decennial census] 














Honolulu County, popula- | 
tion, 78,898; number *) 
offenses known.........- 5 


| 


| Murder, Bur- Larceny—theft 
| nonneg- Agera- | glary— Aut 
Jurisdiction reporting | ligent | Robbery) vated | breaking theft 
|} man- | assault or en- Over Under 
| Slaughter tering $50 $50 
| } 
tld —_—___|__—-—_!_-_-____|- a ae 
Alaska | | 
First judicial division | | | i 
(Juneau), population, | | | | | 
25,241; number of offenses | } | 
known 2 2 4) 12 25 23 6 
Hawaii: : 
Honolulu City, population, | 
179,358; number of of- 
fenses known... 13 ll 87 856 429 1, 637 518 
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Estimated Number of Major Crimes in the United States, 1943-44. 

With the passing of each hour during 1944 more than 158 serious 
crimes were reported to local police authorities in the United States. 
Each day on the average brought 28 felonious killings, 30 rapes, 150 
aggravated assaults and left 120 persons robbed, 555 with their auto- 
mobiles stolen, and the homes or business places of 749 others burglar- 
ized. In addition, 2,176 larcenies occurred during the average day, 
until by the end of the year an estimated 1,393,655 major crimes 
were registered. 

The estimates for both years are based on monthly crime reports 
received from approximately 2,100 cities representing a combined 
population in excess of 65,500,000. Table 37 presents the data for 
separate offense classes for each of the years 1943 and 1944, together 
with the percentage change. 

The figures show a general rise in crimes against the person, while 
two of the property crimes, burglary and auto theft, show increases 
and two others, robbery and larceny, show decreases. As a group, 
property crimes remained practically unchanged in frequency from 
1943 to 1944; however, as indicated in table 33, an increase of over 
19 percent is observed in the average value of property stolen per 
offense. 

The larceny classification includes many thefts involving property 
of small value; on the other hand, the estimated total of major crimes 
does not include many miscellaneous offenses of a serious nature such 
as embezzlement, fraud, forgery, counterfeiting, arson, receiving stolen 
property, drug violations, carrying concealed weapons, etc. It is, 
therefore, believed that the estimated totals as set out in table 37 
are conservative. 


TABLE 37.—Estimated number of major crimes in the United States, 1943-44 


Number of offenses Change 
| 


Number | Percent 


Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter_-.._...-.....-..-.- 
ee ae or 


metas 


aaaae ated assault 
en? 


ty 


FESum 


E| BSS 


Larce 
Auto theft 
Total__-. 
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DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 
Source of Data. 

During the 1944 calendar year the F BI examined 488,979 arrest 
records, as evidenced by fingerprint cards, in order to obtain data 
concerning the age, sex, race, and previous criminal history of the 
persons represented. The compilation has been limited to instances 
of arrests for violations of State laws and municipal ordinances. In 
other words, fingerprint cards representing arrests for violations of 
Federal laws or representing commitments to any type of penal insti- 
tution have been excluded from this tabulation. 

The number of fingerprint records examined was slightly smaller 
than the 490,764 examined in 1943. The tabulation of data from 
fingerprint cards obviously does not include all persons arrested, 
since there are individuals taken into custody for whom no fingerprint 
cards are forwarded to Washington. Furthermore, data pertaining 
to persons arrested should not be treated as information regarding 
the number of offenses committed, since two or more persons may be 
involved in the joint commission of a single offense, and on the other 
hand one person may be arrested and charged with the commission 
of several separate crimes. 


Offense Charged. 

Arrests for major violations were represented by more than 37 
percent (183,749) of the records examined during 1944. Persons 
charged with murder, robbery, assault, burglary, larceny, or auto 
theft numbered 136,901, constituting 28 percent of the total arrest 
records examined. 


Sex. 


Arrests of males during 1944 numbered 405,379, a 1.5 percent de- 
crease from the 411,642 arrested and fingerprinted during 1943. On 
the other hand, female arrest records increased 5.7 percent, from 
79,122 during 1943 to 83,600 in 1944. 

It may be noted generally that although the total male arrests de- 
creased 1.5 percent in 1944, increases were shown for most of the major 
offense classes with decreases in arrests for minor violations. On the 
other hand, female arrests, with an over-all increase of 5.7 percent, 
showed increases not only for major violations but also for most of 
the less serious infractions. This is illustrated by the following 

(90) 
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figures reflecting some of the changes in the arrests of males and 
females of all ages during 1944 as compared with 1943: 


| Percent change | Percent change 
Offense et eres eee 
Male | Female | 





Offense 




















Embezzlement and fraud_.._..-.._- +6. 2 








os = agg apenas ooatetk oe 













1.8 +15 45 
Robbery -. sons) “ae +8.0 || Driving while intoxicated __--.._. —4.2|) +148 
Assault... sphcebascechdadn as +5.6 | +147 || Disorderly conduct.._..........-- —2.3) +19.6 
depclpabeientine hits at 5.0} +10.4 || Drumkenness............... ..... +10. 4 
Cb isbiarnks aldol nau’ 0.8 t padbatimapcadiaaschecnas —15.0 

i since Aa dedalodehisined testi th 0 





The number and percentage of arrests by sex during 1944 are pre- 
sented in table 38. 


TABLE 38.—Distribulion of arrests a sex, Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1944 





am — — _ Cc 
| 











































| Number Percent 
Offense charged ee ee eee ee ee 
Total Male | Female | Total | Male | Female 
| | 
— ——- i } —— 1 — 
| | 
—- homicide 4, = 4, = = 1.0 . 0) 0.7 
obbery 11, 18 10, | 23] 6 a 
Assault 36, 984 32, 332 4, 652 7.6 | 8.0 5.6 
vue lary— breaking or or entering ‘ a= == = 5.1 | 6.0 | 1.0 
arceny—theft...... 45, 361 ae 7, 45: 9.3 9.4 | 8.9 
Auto theft. | 13,576 | 13,249 377; 28| 33} 4 
Embezzlement and fraud. 8, 131 7,073 1, 058 17 1.7 | 1.3 
ee property; buying, receiving, etc | = _= 269 -5 | .6 3 
rson_. oS eal al 
eagle and counterfeiting. | = = 596 | 7 | . 4 
ee SE Ee ee 6, L iecdnenakel 1.2 | BS biewedses 
ee and commercialized vice 10, = 3, a4 z = | ; 2 ‘ : : : 
ther sex offenses... ........-.-- i il 8, : 4 
Narcotic drug laws....- -. --- | 1,731 | 1, 491 240 .4 .4 .3 
Weapons; carrying, possessin; , etc... 6, 101 | 5, 701 400 1.2 14 5 
ean family and children ‘= | He! | . = | >: s 8 
uor laws ___. . | . , 397 | J " 1.7 
Driving wits intoxicated . ns 6, 773 Las ae 41 1.2 
and driving laws 4, 64: 4, | 134 | 9 11 2 
Parking violations. ___ 71 70 | 1} @ () ® 
Soma e a ee wi eve 36, 300 of O04 | 10 305 74 | &4 24 
rderly conduc! ; . 3 4 ; 
Drunkenness.. __- 104,487 | 91,531 | 12956; 214| 226) 155" 
Vv 30, 972 20, 553 10, 419 6.3 | 5.1 12.5 
ss ih eo aen 14, 387 13, 098 1, 289 2.9 3.2 1.5 
Suspicion | 36,883 29, 864 7,019 7. 5 | 7.4 8.4 
Pn le ieniaratndeina wage ae oa 3, 689 2, 677 1,012 .8 7 1.2 
All other offenses....._._____- 31, 096 22, 010 , 086 6.4 5.4 10.9 
Total......... ae a hoes | $88, 979 | 405, 379 | 83,600 |° 100.0 | 100.0} 100.0 





1 Less than 1/10 of 1 percent. 












Age. 

Males and females under 21 years of age arrested and fingerprinted 
during 1944 numbered 107,762, which amounts to 22.0 percent of 
the total arrests. Those between the ages of 21 and 24 numbered 
68,666 (14.0 percent), making a total of 176,428 (36.1. percent) less 
than 25 years old. It should be remembered that the number of 
arrest records is doubtless incomplete in the lower age groups because 
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of the practice of some jurisdictions not to fingerprint youthful 
offenders. 

The 1944 figures show that youths continue to play a predominant 
part in the commission of crimes against property. The portion of 
offenses committed by males and females under 21 is shown by the 
following figures: Robbery, 34.5 percent; burglary, 51.8 percent; 
larceny, 35.4 percent; and auto theft, 63.1 percent. In 1944, persons 
of all ages arrested for robbery, burglary, larceny, auto theft, embezzle- 
ment, fraud, forgery, counterfeiting, receiving stolen property, and 
arson numbered 110,346; and 44,286 (40.1 percent) of them were less 
than 21 years old. 

For males and females combined, the figures for the groups in which 
the largest number of arrests occurred during 1944 are as follows: 


Number of 
| Arrests 


For males and females combined, arrests of those under 21 years 
of age decreased from 112,281 in 1943 to 107,762 in 1944 (—4.0 per- 


cent). Arrests of persons in the 18-20 age group decreased 5.2 
percent, while arrests of persons less than 18 years old declined 2.5 
percent. 

Figures for the separate sexes show different trends in certain age 
groups. Boy arrests under 18 decreased 1.8 percent and girl arrests 
under 18 decreased 7.1 percent. On the other hand, whereas boy 
arrests in the 18-20 age bracket decreased 8.5 percent, girl arrests in 
"this age group increased 4.9 percent. 

As in 1943, age 17 predominated in the frequency distribution of 
male arrests during 1944. Age 18 was second in the frequency of 
arrests. Arrests during 1944 of males under 18 years of age increased 
18.1 percent for murder, 15.7 percent for assault, and 19.8 percent for 
auto theft as compared with 1943. 

Female arrests in 1944 occurred most frequently at age 19, followed 
by age 18. The figures for girls under 21 years of age disclose a 1.5 
percent increase, from 22,292 in 1943 to 22,636 in 1944. 

Although arrests of juveniles showed a moderate decrease in 1944, 
the situation as to juvenile delinquency is far from being as good as 
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it was before the war. This is most clearly revealed by a comparison 
of 1941 and 1944 data as follows: 


Males 


| Percent 
change 


40, 892 . 2, 5 +117.8 
44, 234 , 7,013 16, 838 
85, 126 . 9, 675 





- 


The foregoing figures indicate quite clearly that we have an abnormally 
high level of juvenile delinquency, that the moderate reduction in 
1944 is in effect a “leveling off’ of a previously sharply ascending 
crime curve, and that the main job of reducing delinquency still 
remains to be accomplished. Until the amount of delinquency on 
the part of youths is reduced at least to pre-war levels, we will continue 
to have a situation constituting a grave threat to the future strength 
of our Nation. Effective community-wide delinquency prevention 
programs continue to be an urgent need. 
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TaBLe 40.—Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 25 years of age, 
male and female, om. 1-Dec. 31, 1944 





Total num- Percentage — tong 
under 25 
years of age 


| | 
Total num- Number 


Offense charged ber of under 21 | Der under |“ nder 21 


| ee years of age — years of age 


Criminal homicide - - _- 
Robbery 


eee 
age 


a oe or entering- 
Larceny—theft ...................- 


Embezzlement and fraud 


Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc 
Arson 


Base 
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BRSees 


oe 
een 
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Narcotic drug laws 

Weapons; carrying, possessi 
Offenses against family and c ‘dren 
Liquor laws 

Driving while intoxicated - 

Road and driving laws. - 

Parking violations 

Other traffic and motor vehicle laws 
Disorderly conduct 

Drunkenness -- 


ee 
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107, 762 
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Criminal Repeaters. 


Of the 488,979 arrest records examined, 241,042 (49.3 percent) 
represented persons who already had fingerprint records on file in the 
Indentification Division of the FBI. For males the percentage with 
prior records was 52.8, and for females the percentage was 32:1. These 


figures pertain to fingerprint arrest records, and in no way relate to 
the civil identification files of the F BI. 


TaBLE 41.—Percentage with previous fingerprint records, arrests, male and female, 
Jan. 1—Dec. 31, 1944 


Offense Offense 


Offenses against family and children 
Other traffic and motor vehicle laws 


Rape 

Disorderly conduct A 
Driving while intoxicated 

Prostitution and commercialized vice. -- 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc... 
— homicide 


Road and driving laws 


RSSSSEEESRSES 
o@e OC N CONKees 


Parking violations !_... 
theft 


SRSSASSSSFRASsSe 
00 om Or 69 01 OO > GO GO “BSI GO IO 


1 Only 71 fingerprint cards were received representing arrests for violations of parking regulations. 
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Race. 

Most of the persons represented in this study were members of the 
white and Negro races. Including Mexicans, who numbered 17,817, 
members of the white race represented 351,609 of the 488,979 arrest 
records received, while 129,322 were Negroes, 6,084 Indians, 554 
Chinese, 135 Japanese, and 1,275 were representatives of other races. 


TABLE 42.—Distribution of arrests according to race, male and female, Jan. 1- 
Dec. 31, 1944 





| 
| 
| 





Offense charged 


| 
a | | Japa- | All 
Negro | Indian Seuea nese others 


33 10 
105 | 7 38 | 
240 | | 5 191 
165 | 
313 
113 | 


' 
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Criminal homicide 


Se 
an 
ee 


~~ 
= 
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Burglary—breaking or entering..._....._.._.- 
TIE isles cen hip ta sNeveue ; 
Auto theft ___- 

Embezzlement and fraud. __- 

Stolen property; buying, receiving, etc 
CR Riss ith eee na cp awCunierared ‘ 
Forgery and counterfeiting 

Rape , aie easidip 
Prostitution and commercialized vice 
Other sex offenses 

Narcotic drug laws.__..-.- us 
Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc. 
Offenses against family and children 
Liquor laws ae 
Driving while intoxicated _-___- 

Road and driving laws 

Parking violations __-_ 

Other traffic and motor vehicle laws___- 
Disorderly conduct 

Drunkenness EPS 

Vagrancy ‘ 

Gambling _- 

Suspicion __ ate 

Not stated. ____ 

All other offenses. 


PRS Rep 


SRevepSSSREE 
S 


z 
BERS 
E3888 


Ronee 
=o a 
nage 
oat 
- 
PPP LPHHXS 
SEEEES 


Rerahion PPPs 't 
Seggenneeereecesee | 


aes 
=~ 


PS 
gs 


SREakE SBE aran 
ee] 


SB x 
28 
Se oh 
S8aE28 


rey 
zesegee® 


#8 





Spo R 


3 


wn 











Total 


R 
z 
z 





8 
3| $88838 


1129, 322 | 


B 





| 














17, 
rest 
554 
ces. 


ez | 


PY PRLPRAS- 
SRRGEISRE 


ges 


10, 787 


OFFENSE CLASSIFICATIONS 





In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in part I and 
part II offenses, there follows a brief definition of each classification: 


Part I Offenses. 





1. Criminal homicide.—(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter includes all 
wilful felonious homicides as distinguished from deaths caused by negligence. 
Does not include attempts to kill, assaults to kill, suicides, accidental deaths, or 
justifiable homicides. Justifiable homicides excluded from this classification are 
limited to the following types of cases: (1) The killing of a felon by a peace officer 
in line of duty; (2) The killing of a hold-up man by a private citizen. (b) Man- 
slaughter by negligence includes any death which the police investigation estab- 
lishes was primarily attributable to gross negligence on the part of some individual 
other than the victim. 

2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape (no force used—victim under 
age of consent), assault to rape, and attempted rape. 

3. Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the person by 
force or violence or by putting in fear, such as strong-arm robbery, stick-ups, 
robbery armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent to kill; assault by shooting, 
cutting, stabbing, maiming, poisoning, scalding, or by the use of acids. Does not 
include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, etc. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering—lIncludes burglary, housebreaking, safe- 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or a theft, even though no 
force was used to gain entrance. Includes attempts. Burglary followed by 
larceny is included in this classification and not counted again as larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft).—(a) Fifty dollars and over in value; 
(b) under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depending 
upon the value of the property stolen, thefts of bicycles, automobile accessories, 
shoplifting, pocket-picking, or any stealing of property or article of value which 
is not taken by force and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, 
“con” games, forgery, worthless checks, etc. 

7. Auto theft.—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven away 
and abandoned, including the so-called joy-riding thefts. Does not include taking 
for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unauthorized use by 
those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


Part II Offenses. 


8. Other assaults.—Includes all assaults and attempted assaults which are not 
of an aggravated nature and which do not belong in class 4. 

9. Forgery and counterfeiting.—Includes offenses dealing with the making, 
altering, uttering, or possessing, with intent to defraud, anything false which is 
made to appear true. Includes attempts. 

10. Embezzlement and fraud.—Includes all offenses of fraudulent conversion, 
embezzlement, and obtaining money or property by false pretenses. 

11. Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing.—Includes buying, receiving, 
and possessing stolen property as well as attempts to commit any of those 
offenses. 
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12. Weapons; carrying, possessing, etc.—Includes all violations of regulations 
or statutes controlling the carrying, using, possessing, furnishing, and manufac- 
turing of deadly weapons or silencers and all attempts to violate such statutes 
or regulations. 

13. Prostitution and commercialized vice.—Includes sex offenses of a commer- 
cialized nature, or attempts to commit the same, such as prostitution, keeping 
bawdy house, procuring, transporting, or detaining women for immoral purposes. 

14. Sex offenses (except rape and prostitution and commercialized vice).—In- 
cludes offenses against chastity, common decency, morals, and the like. Includes 
attempts. 

15. Offenses against the family and children.—Includes offenses of nonsupport, 
neglect, desertion, or abuse of family and children. 

16. Narcotic drug laws.—Includes offenses relating to narcotic drugs, such as 
unlawful possession, sale, or use. Excludes Federal offenses. 

17. Liquor laws.—With the exception of “drunkenness”’ (class 18) and ‘driving 
while intoxicated”’ (class 22), liquor law violations, State or local, are placed in 
this class. Excludes Federal violations. 

18. Drunkenness.—Includes all offenses of drunkenness or intoxication. 

19. Disorderly conduct.—Includes all charges of committing a breach of the 
peace. 

20. Vagrancy.—Includes such offenses as vagabondage, begging, loitering, etc. 

21. Gambling.—Includes offenses of promoting, permitting, or engaging in 
gambling. 

22. Driving while intoxicated.—Includes driving or operating any motor vehicle 
while drunk or under the influence of liquor or narcotics. 

23. Violation of road and driving laws.—Includes violations of regulations with 
respect to the proper handling of a motor vehicle to prevent accidents. 

24. Parking violations.—Includes violations of parking ordinances. 

25. Other violations of traffic and motor vehicle laws.—Includes violations of 
State laws and municipal ordinances with regard to traffic and motor vehicles 
not otherwise provided for in classes 22-24. 

26. All other offenses.—Includes all violations of State or local laws for which 
no provision has been made above in classes 1-25. 

27. Suspicion.—This classification includes all persons arrested as suspicious 
characters, but not in connection with any specific offense, who are released with- 
out formal charges being placed against them. 
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